
IRMOSTRONG  

Who Are We? 

8 schools working together to 
make our community Irmo Proud! 

Why IrmoStrong? 

What is the origin behind our    
IrmoStrong motto? 
 

Thank you for engaging with us as 

our community continues to grow! 

 

Use the hashtag #irmostrong to     

interact with us on social media! 

 

Together We Are IRMOSTRONG! 

 

#IrmoStrong 

Lexington-Richland 

School District Five 

WE ARE 
 

IRMOSTRONG! 

*Photos with staff/students not wearing masks were 
taken pre-COVID. 
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The mission of School District Five 
of Lexington & Richland Counties, 

in partnership with the community, 
is to provide challenging curricula 

with high expectations for learning 
that develop productive citizens 

who can solve problems and      
contribute to a global society.  
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Mission Statement 

Who Are We? 

 

Who are we?  We are Irmo!  Eight schools 

who serve the Irmo area are working         

together to build a positive culture that runs 

throughout all of our schools and brings 

pride to our community.  Our goal is to     

ensure our unity is evident and our students 

are supported as they transition from one 

grade to the next.  We work collectively to 

develop the whole child by providing       

vertical alignment and collaborative           

experiences for our students. 

 

As we define #IrmoStrong, we see our 

schools partnering together for academic 

and social events to strengthen involvement 

and community relationships.  The pride we 

find within ourselves and our students      

deserves to be shared by all stakeholders in 

Irmo.  We ask you to join us in this effort by 

getting to know our schools, our students, 

and all of the things that bring us            

overwhelming pride! 

 

Be a part of what makes #IrmoStrong! 

 

Sincerely, 

 

The Principals of Your Irmo Community 

Schools! 
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Harbison West     
Elementary School 

What I love about Harbison West is 
that no matter what challenges are 
thrown our way we lean on each   
other through collaboration and      
cooperation to find the best           
solution. Our theme song is “We 
Are Family” by Sister Sledge. This 
song reminds me so much of our 
culture here at Harbison West      
Elementary. The lyrics state “No we 
don’t get depressed here’s what we 
call our “Golden Rule” have faith in 
you and the things you do. You 
won’t go wrong. Oh no, this is our 
family jewel.” There are times when 
we are not sure what direction to take but when we lean on each other, the “Golden 
Rule” and have faith in the things we do we won’t go wrong. Our family culture      
provides a fun and safe learning environment. Our environment promotes self-esteem 
so our heroes will "BELIEVE," to provide what each hero needs so they can "GROW" 
which in turn will allow them to "SOAR!"  We always Love, Provide, and Protect here 
at Harbison West Elementary.   
 
Harbison West Elementary is unique because we have the Escolares Academy          
Academic Magnet. Our program begins serving students in second grade. Any student 
in District 5 who is identified as gifted and talented through our state requirements 
may apply. Our program provides an accelerated learning pace, an enriched            
curriculum that exceeds state standards and differentiation for gifted learners.       
Students will also engage in advanced field studies and critical and creative thinking. 
Our Escolares Academy Academic Magnet is a part of the Harbison West family. We 
know that in order to teach the whole child we must also support their social and 
emotional development. Students learn daily how to be hardworking, empathetic,    
respectful, and open-minded (HERO).  Come be a HERO!  

 

- Randy Norman, Principal 

Quotes From 1st Year Teachers 
 

 

“I have enjoyed HWES as a first year teacher because of the 

wonderful support I have received from my colleagues and 

admin. Everyone is so  encouraging! They are willing to   

answer any  questions I may have without making me feel    

ignorant; if they don't know the answer, they are always 

willing to help me find it! It has been a strange year to be a 

teacher, especially a first year teacher, but I know that I 

have a multitude of  people rooting for me.” 

 

- McKenzie Vickery 
 

“Harbison West has been an excellent place for me to grow 

as a first-year teacher. I am constantly surrounded by       

colleagues and mentors who strive to support and encourage 

me daily. I am so  thankful to work with life-long learners!“ 

 

- Victoria Harpe 

Quotes From Students 
 

“ I have nice teachers, kind friends, and I can 

be myself.  I can connect with a lot of people 

and that’s why I like this school.”  

 

- Lamareia, 5th Grade 
 

 

“I like Harbison West because we are so di-

verse and we don't judge people. I am very 

happy that I am at HWES!”  

 

- Lily, 5th Grade 
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Irmo Elementary School 

- Shannon Fincannon, Principal 

Irmo Elementary’s theme is Heart of the Hive. We believe to educate the mind we must first 

connect with the heart of every student and family. This quality makes IES very special and  

ultimately gives meaning to our student's lives. It is the true essence of our hive. We know that 

the partnership between school and home is the key to the success of the child and the school 

as a whole.  We believe in servant leadership to build relationships with community members 

and stakeholders. We encourage students to become independent thinkers and lifelong    

learners by providing authentic experiences tailored to meet individual student needs. We 

strive to meet the needs of families through innovative programs like housing 

the only tuition-based 4K EXCEL program in the district. If you walk the halls of IES 

it is clear that this place is a special one that can only be described as the "heart of the hive!."   
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Quotes From the Hearts of Our Students 

 

“I love that IES encourages me to think outside the box and be creative. School is fun!”  

- Ella, 5th grade  

 

“I love Irmo Elementary because we act like one big family and care for one another. Teachers are kind, yet firm. Everyone is 

accepted and loved. What we care about most is each other.”  

- Mary, 4th grade  

 

“I love how the teachers will help you if you do not understand something. They make learning fun and make me feel loved.” 

- Ronan, 2nd grade  

 

“I love that the teachers are always so nice and in a positive mood. They are always finding fun ways to learn!” 

- Bella, 5th grade 

 

“I love Irmo Elementary because I can play and learn in centers. I love to see my friends and I love the teachers!”  

- Ellie, Kindergarten  



Quotes From Students 

“I like doing STEAM Challenges 
because I get to learn new 
things!” 

- Serenidy, 1st grade 
 

“This school helps us spread 
kindness. The teachers care 
about us and want us to learn 
more.” 

- Julie, 3rd grade 
 
“The teachers here are very 
kind. They are helping me get 
an education and learn more 
about math. “ 

- Kaimana, 5th grade 
 

“This is a really fun school 
where teachers help us do 
STEAM activities. I remember 
building a bridge with Play-Doh 
and having it support pennies. 
It was really cool!” 

- Ben, 4th grade 
 

“I like that we get to plant stuff 
in the dirt and in our          
greenhouse. The vegetables 
grow with sun and water. We 
get to watch them change each 
week!” 

- Treasure, 2nd grade 

Leaphart is a special place to teach, learn, and grow.  Our school community is 

like no other. We take great pride in creating a positive and cooperative    

learning environment for students.  Through the lens of STEAM (Science, 

Technology, Engineering, Art and Math) our students have an opportunity to 

build, create, design, tinker, and ideate.  We challenge students to #Think3D 

and to persevere in solving problems. We believe that students learn by doing!   

 

Our students learn by asking questions too! Based on these questions they   

imagine possible solutions which spark new curiosities.  Students connect 

learning through all subjects and communicate to plan possible solutions.  

Once a plan has been chosen they collaborate to create a solution. Solutions 

can then be improved upon and re-tested for best results. 

 

Leaphart has become a STEAM school that allows students to use their         

creativity and innovative skills to solve real-world problems. Through project-

based learning, students are immersed in hands-on experiences and learning 

opportunities for all students.   
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Leaphart Elementary School STEAM Magnet 

- Courtney Sims, Principal 
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Nursery Road  
Elementary School 

ARTS Magnet 

- Love Ligons, Principal 

Quotes From Students 

 
“I love everything about Nursery Road! I love visual art, dance, music, media 
arts, and Mr. Eason’s room (instrumental music) is the best of all!” 

- London,  4th grade 
 
“My favorite thing is math because I can learn strategies I haven't learned 
before.” 

- Riven, 2nd grade 
 
“I love AGP which means Gifted and Talented because it ups my math skills 
to the next level. I'm doing 5th AND 6th grade math. “ 

- Marquis, 5th grade 
 
“My favorite thing is PE because it's like a gym and we can work out there.“ 

- Jackson, 1st grade 

I love Nursery Road because it is a place where any child can come and feel 

loved, accepted and a part of a school family.  In addition, we believe in growing 

our Champions academically, socially, and emotionally so that they leave ready 

to face tomorrow’s challenges.  The Arts is one of the ways that we create that 

environment of love, acceptance, and academic achievement. 

 

The Arts allows us to level the playing field for all of our learners, while creating 

an environment where students can excel in the classroom, on stage in front of a 

large audience, or sitting in a quiet, cozy space of their classroom.  How?  At 

Nursery Road Elementary School-Arts Magnet (NRES-AM), the Arts brings   

creativity to life for every learner and allows them to excel at their own level.  It’s 

a beautiful thing to see that quiet student come to life on stage or see that   

struggling learner soar academically because the arts gave them an opportunity 

to be confident, creative, and challenged  in a way that opened the doors to 

learning and growth far beyond books. 

 

I love the Arts.  But more importantly, I love how the Arts brings learners to life 

for our Champions at NRES-AM!!! 
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Why IrmoStrong? 

#IrmoStrong was branded in 2017 as 

an effort to unite Irmo schools -       

elementary, intermediate, middle, 

and high - in a concerted effort to     

re-energize school pride throughout 

the Irmo community. 

 

During that time, public perception 

did not align with the accomplish-

ments within our schools, so Irmo 

principals began meeting together 

regularly to establish a common 

theme. Thus, #IrmoStrong became our campaign to 

celebrate our successes as well as a means to identify 

and connect with each other on social media. 

 

Last year the #IrmoStrong5K was born in which all 

involved can have a fun-filled and healthy time in our 

respective neighborhoods and also highlighting the 

unity within the Irmo cluster. All profits from the 

event are used to fund parent/teacher/student        

organization projects at each of our Irmo schools:   

Irmo Elementary, Harbison West Elementary,     

Leaphart Elementary, Nursery Road Elementary, 

Seven Oaks Elementary, Crossroads Intermediate, 

Irmo Middle, and Irmo High.  
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Irmo Area Schools “Irmo Strong 

5K Run & Walk” 

 

Each year, the schools in Irmo host an 

“Irmo Strong 5K Run/Walk” to benefit 

the various school’s teacher, parent and 

student school organizations projects. 

The event stems from a recognition of 

the amazing resources in Irmo through 

the schools, the diversity of citizens, and 

the strength of the business community. 

The race is held at Saluda Shoals Park 

and welcomes sponsors for the event! 

 

@irmostrong5K 



Seven Oaks Elementary School 

MEDIA Magnet 

- Christian English, Principal 

At Seven Oaks Elementary MEDIA Magnet students have opportunities to show their     

learning in different ways. The MEDIA focus - mass communication, engagement, digital   

media, interactive learning and academics - helps to foster a range of content and digital        

literacies among students. Our school provides students activities centered in “real world” 

project based and collaborative learning approaches in classrooms and at “work” in the TV 

and podcasting studios. Students at Seven Oaks learn with technology and media that build      

interests and skills that they can use in other District 5 programs, in college, and their future 

careers. Seven Oaks Elementary MEDIA Magnet students share learning through digital  

writing, presentations, and music. Students  produce a live TV news show, multimedia 

presentations, movies and create podcasts to develop 21st century communication skills.  

 

Seven Oaks Elementary MEDIA Magnet is a great place for your child to learn and grow!  

Quotes From Students 

“One of my favorite MEDIA magnet experiences at Seven Oaks was working on a Black History 

Month podcast.  We worked together to find common themes between experiences of African 

Americans and created a class podcast series.  I learned a lot not just about famous African  

Americans but how to write with others, how to read in different voices, sound effects and       

creating images for podcasts.”   

    - Lundyn, fifth grade  

 

“I love Seven Oaks Elementary School Media Magnet. I always learn new things and the teachers 

make learning fun. The lunch ladies are kind and the custodians always check on me to make sure 

I'm doing okay.“ 

    - Daniel, third grade 

 

"Everybody at Seven Oaks is welcoming and will always make you happy. Everything in that one 

place is like a gift and everyone in that school is a part of my family and will always have a special 

meaning in my life.  I love Seven Oaks and always will!"  

    - Andrea, fifth grade 
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Quotes From Students 

 

“I like CrossRoads because I get 
to meet new teachers and see how 
fun the school is. I also learn new 
things and meet new friends.”  

  - Je’Vonte, 6th grade  

 

“I like CrossRoads because of all 
the classes and fun that we have.”  

  - Angus, 6th grade 

 

“I like CrossRoads because it’s a 
really fun school and everyone is 
really nice.”  

-  Emma, 6th grade 
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CrossRoads Intermediate School 

- Erin Doty, Principal 

CrossRoads Intermediate School is home to an amazing group of sixth grade 

students. Our main goal is to support students both academically and socially 

as they transition between elementary and middle school.  At CrossRoads, we 

love watching our students expand their knowledge and understanding of the 

world around them. It is such a joy to witness students grow as they begin to 

explore the many pathways before them. At CrossRoads, students are           

connected to their learning, their future, and one another. We are unique      

because we house only 6th graders and therefore, can focus on helping them to 

transition between elementary and middle school.  We specialize in how to 

help students make that transition in a safe and nurturing environment.   

 

Students at CrossRoads are part of small learning communities consisting of 

mathematics, language arts, science and social studies teachers. Their team 

participates in “team time” which offer a time for team building, academic     

reinforcement and support to students.   

 

Our mission is to educate our students at the crossroads of childhood and     

adolescence in a nurturing environment characterized by high academic standards and rigorous curriculum, while providing 

the necessary tools for lifelong learning in an ever-changing and diverse society. 

 

We believe that CrossRoads is a place where children are cherished and challenged! 
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Irmo Middle School 
International 

Academic Magnet 

- Danielle Major-Murphy, Principal 

Quotes From Students 
 
“The teachers at Irmo Middle are very genuine and friendly to the students. They are caring and kind to us and teach us good habits. They 

help us learn subjects easily and teach us in creative and interesting ways. They teach not only academics but also moral education and  

social responsibility.  I love going to my school.  Irmo Middle School is a great community.”  

 

- Amiyah C, 8th grade 

 

“Irmo Middle is a great school to be at! It’s always a friendly and fun learning environment, and all the teachers and staff always make sure 

you have the most enjoyable experience possible. I really like all my classes and what we do in them.” 

 

- Ryan L, 8th grade 

 

“I love Irmo Middle because the teachers and the staff do a great job at connecting with the students. They are always there to help when 

something’s wrong.  They do the best they can every day, and that makes the students want to do our best.” 

 

- Sam T, 7th grade 

 

“I took drama all three years I was at Irmo Middle. I can say with no doubt in my mind that these three years as a drama student have helped 

me grow beyond where I thought even possible as an actor, but more importantly as a person. When I first entered the drama room, I was a 

shy timid 6th grader who was not comfortable in my own skin. Now I am a confident actress and person who believes in herself!” 

 

 - Zoey P, 8th grade  

When I sit back and think about all the wonderful things that I 

love about Irmo Middle School, one word comes to mind, 

FAMILY! There is a spirit of togetherness that lives within 

IMS.  That’s what makes IMS so special.  It’s a school where 

teachers, students, and staff love and support each other.   

During the challenging times, we band together to take care of 

each other.  At IMS everyone feels like family.  Teachers do 

whatever it takes to help students learn and students meet and 

exceed high expectations set for them. 

 

It brings me joy to see my kids work hard and do well not just 

at school but also in life.  It is my prayer that we continue to 

work together as a family and inspire students to achieve       

beyond their current circumstances.  We will always be in their 

corner watching them grow and cheering them on along the 

way. 
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Irmo High 
International 

School for the Arts 

- Dr. Robin Hardy, Principal 

I love Irmo because we are           

beautifully genuine. We celebrate 

each other's unique talents and gifts. 

My people inspire me, motivate me, 

and encourage me to bring my "A 

Game" each and every day!  

 

Irmo High School offers a collective 

experience that blends rigorous       

academic program offerings,          

collaborative performances across the arts, and            

comprehensive opportunities in athletics and student 

leadership.    

 

Irmo provides students with a comprehensive and         

balanced high school experience through academics, the 

arts, athletics, leadership and student life. Students have 

access to four dynamic, standards-based magnet           

programs. The high academic standard along with         

opportunities to develop beyond the classroom ensure 

success beyond high school!  

Quotes From Students 

 

“IB is taking me out of my comfort zone, 

and I'm having so much fun doing it! I'm 

learning how to be a better person and a 

more social person. It is preparing me for 

a well-rounded life.” 

- Neghemi, 11th grade 

 

“My favorite thing about the teachers at 

Irmo is that they really care about the 

students, and take the time to get to 

know us. They do what they can to help 

us learn and be our best!” 

- Audrey, 11th grade 

 

 

“My favorite thing about the teachers at 

Irmo is that they make sure you have 

goals and standards for yourself and 

ways to accomplish those goals. They 

also will help you set a higher standard 

for yourself!” 

- Asah, 11th grade 

 

“My favorite thing about the teachers at 

Irmo are the personal relationships they 

strive to have with their students, which 

then makes learning a lot more fun.” 

- Laken, 11th grade 

 

“Irmo challenges me to be the best that I 

can be in everything I do in school and 

outside of school.” 

- Willie, 12th grade 
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